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HEMISTENA LATA (RAFINHHQHE, gt .
Narrow Scale Shell

SYNONYMY :

Listena lata (Rafinesque, 1820). (Stmpson, 1914:453)

CLASSTFICATION:

Family Unionidae (Fleming, 1828) Oremann, 1911,
Sublamily Ambleminae (Rafinesque, 1820) Murrison, 1955,
Cenus Hemistena Rafloesque, 1820,

CHARACTLRISTICS: Shell small to medium size, clonpate, compressed,
thin to subsolid; umbos low, sculpture coarsev, trapuzoidal; surface
of disc without sculpture; periostracum yellew to smoky green or
brown, rays dark preen, narrow to wide, interrupced; hinge cden-
tulous or with a barely discernable cardingl tooth; nacre with a
wash of light purple in the uvmbonal cavity.

SIMILAR SPECIES: FElliptio dilatata (Rafinesque, 1820) similar ia
outline but hinge complete, heavy.

RANGE:  Simpson (1914:453) reported that this specles occurred in the
“"Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee River systems." We have never

seen specimens of this species anywhere outside the Ohio River basin.

RANGE IN OHIO: Records of thls species for the state are few and far
between, Sullivant {(1838:9) recorded 1t for the Scioto River and

Sterki (1907:393) found 4t to be uncommon in the Ohlo Kiver drainage.

Othuer collectors have found it dn the "Ohio River at Clueiunati'
(I183B), in the Muskinpgum River (1930) and in the Tuscarawas River
{(1BO0OYs)Y., Its range tuday seems to be liwmited to the tributurics
of the lower Olido River, not in the state ol Ohido.

HABITAT: In Indiana, Call (1900:533-534) found that H. tata
". . . is a rarc species, whose habits tend to keep it

unknown; it buries itself deeply in the mud and gravel

of bars, and rarely crawls about like most of the Unionidae.’
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Yokley (1972:66) addu:

"This single live specimen was a lucky find and 1t was
anazing how extended the oot was when pulied Trom fis
hubitat completely below the gravel surface.”

This is a specics of firm silt-sand-pravel substrates of riffles and
runs wherve it ds all but comapletely buried.  Theyv are not ouly rare
but easily overlooked cven when present!  dts foot rescmblen thal

of the South American Mycetopoda,
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